Introduction

48
Red Blood Cell Distribution Width (RDW) is a measurement of the heterogeneity of red blood cell size 49 distribution data and is routinely reported by automated haematology analysers. 1 RDW is defined as the 50 coefficient of variation of the red blood cell size; it has historically been used for the classification of anaemia.
51
Recently, however, RDW has been correlated with prognosis in a variety of different human diseases, including 52 acute and chronic heart failure, [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] with an increase in RDW values associated with a decrease in survival time.
53
The proposed mechanisms for the alteration of RDW in these patients include: inflammatory stress, nutritional 54 deficiencies, impaired iron metabolism, inadequate production of erythropoietin, and the impact of 55 comorbidities. 
168
The majority of controls were male (67%), neutered (90%) and non-pedigree (87%). Four pedigree breeds were 169 represented among controls with one patient for each of the following: Bengal, Birman, Burmese and Maine
170
Coon.
No statistically significant differences were present in sex (P = .363), breed (P = .327) or age (P = .224) between 176 these 3 groups. A statistically significant difference was present in RDW between HCM+CHF and controls (P =
177
.03) and between HCM+CHF and HCM non-CHF (P = .003) (figure 1). A statistically significant difference was 178 also present in haematocrit between controls and HCM non-CHF (P = .005) (figure 2 
255
Age, sex and breed distributions of our population were similar to that reported in previous studies. [13] [14] [15] [16] 256 However, the median (range) survival time for mortality in our population (188, IQR 47-677 days) was shorter 257 than previously reported (709-1276 days). [13] [14] [15] This probably reflects a higher percentage of patients in CHF in our population (58%) compared to previous reports (33-46%), [14] [15] [16] since the majority of the affected cats in 259 this study were presented as emergencies. In our institution these cats are more likely to have a blood sample 260 submitted for haematological analysis compared to asymptomatic cats presenting for a routine appointment. 
295
Red blood cell distribution width is a simple, inexpensive and ubiquitously available laboratory parameter.
296
Greater RDW values were independently associated with an increased risk of cardiac mortality in cats with 297 HCM. Given the retrospective nature of this study and the small sample size, the results should be interpreted 
